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Striving to be the Best

June 29, 2018

SCI Branch

‘CDSS

744 P Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Attached please find Stanislaus County Special Care Increment (SCI) Plan per ACL 18-48. At this time
Stanislaus County will continue to administer the SCI only to County Resource Families, Kinship
Guardianship Assistance Program, Non-Related Legal Guardians (NRLG) established in juvenile court,
Adoptions Assistance Program, and Approved Relative Caregiver Families.

1. The populations who will be served are youth placed in County Resource Families, Kinship
Guardianship Assistance Program, Non-Related Legal Guardians (NRLG) established in Juvenile
Court, Adoptions Assistance Program, and Approved Relative Caregiver Families, that have
behavioral, emotional and/or physical (including health) needs that require additional care and
supervision provided by a resource parent above that which is covered by the LOC rate.

a. Current SCI date is as follows:
e Resource Families/Guardianship: 22
o AAP: 135
e ARC:1

b. Estimate of any potential expanded populations to be served: We are projecting a 10-20%
increase due to increase in relative placement and recruitment for county homes. A good
percentage of our placements are with FFA's and we are not offering this option to them at
this time,

2. The SCI rate will be made up of three different Categories (Medical/Physical Challenges,
Behavioral/Emotional and Developmental Disabilities/Delays. There will be 3 Tiers ranging from
1 to 3A/B.

a. Below are three different categories for eligibility under the updated rate system:
New families that request SCI that are eligible to LOC.
o Families already receiving SCI, who are eligible to LOC rate.

» New families that have never requested SCI and not eligible to LOC would be eligible to
this new rate.
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UPDATED SPECIALIZED CARE RATE (SCI)

Category A,B,C Rate
Tier 1 $108.00
Tier 2 $216.00
Tier 3A $325.00
Tier 3B $433.00

b. For those families already receiving SCI under the old rate structure, and are not eligible for
LOC, they will remain under our old rate structure:

Category A,B,C Rate
Level 1 $139.00
Level 2 $ 292.00
Level 3A : $525.00
Level 3B (formally 4) $ 961.00

3.  For the criteria and/or the qualifying factors and conditions used to determine the SCI rate see
Attachment A.

4. Itis recommended that an SCI assessment should be completed after use of the LOC Protocol or
any other relevant assessments. Child and Family Teams would be utilized to inform this process
as well. "The social worker will submit the CWS 12A —Request for Higher Level Payment for
Specialized Care and collect all the documents that relate to the child and arrange for a staffing
with the BIG III committee.

The BIG III committee consists of two placement supervisors and a mental health coordinator.
This committee will review with the social worker the needs of the child and available suitable
services or placements to meet those needs. Approval/denial of the request is noted on the CWS
12A (BIG III form).

Any specialized care placement in a county resource family home, relative home, or
guardianship established in Juvenile Court, is "time-limited" and reviewed by the Big III
Committee-at specified intervals to determine that the placement continues to meet the child’s
needs. The Big III Committee may elect to continue the higher level of care to maintain the
child’s improved behavior and to support the stability of the. placement if the caregiver is
continuing to provide the additional level of care and support. The SCI will be reviewed by the
Big III Committee yearly (recommended time is during the eligibility renewal), or when there is a
triggering event or request for a change in the SCI level.
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5.  SCI will be considered:

a. Eligible conditions identified in the SCI program will apply to a child/youth that has needs
that exceed what is currently being provided through LOC in the following areas:
» Behavioral, emotional and/or physical (including health) needs that require additional
care and supervision provided by a resource parent above that which is covered by the
LOC rate (SCI can be considered if the youth’s needs exceed 7 in Behavioral, Health
and/or 5 in Physical and their overall score is LOC 94).

b. The request can be made by the resource parent, county social worker, child/youth or other
appropriate county staff, ‘

¢. The social worker will complete the Level of Care tool in conjunction with the Resource
Parent tool to determine the youth’s needs.

6.  Proposed implementation date would be August 1, 2018 as follows:

* New families requesting SCI and eligible for LOC will be under the new rate structure.
They will continue at the same rate until there is a triggering event or be reassessed at
the yearly review.

» Families currently receiving SCI and are eligible to the LOC, their new SCI rate will be
based in the new rate structure.

» New families that have never requested SCI and not eligible to LOC would be eligible to
this new rate.

* Any changes to a family’s rate will be provided in a Notice of Action (NOA), which will be
sent within 10 days of the intended change.

7. Families will be notified through a letter that will outline the LOC and SCI changes. ‘This will
also be reviewed with them by social workers and support staff when meeting with families.
Any changes will be provided on the NOA templates given in ACL 17-11.

8. See Attachment B for Sample NOA.
9.  The point of contact will be:

Sheelah Grant, Manager III
P.O. Box 42, Modesto, CA 95353

Email: Grants@stancounty.com
209-558-3357

‘?@3& D) Lol

Kathryn M. Harwell
Director



STANISLAUS COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES AGENCY
SPECIALIZED CARE INCREMENT PLAN
ATTACHMENT A
JUNE 27, 2018

Specialized care provides a supplemental payment to the family home provider, in
addition to the Level of Care rate, for the cost of supervision (and the cost of
providing that supervision) to meet the additional daily care needs of a child/youth
who have Medical Conditions (physical/health challenges),are Emotionally
Challenged, and have Developmental Disabilities/Delays.

. SCl rate will be made up of three different Categories (Medical/Physical Challenges,
Behavioral/Emotional and Developmental Disabilities/Delays. There will be four tiers
ranging from 1 to 3A/B.

a. Below are three different categories for eligibility under the updated rate

system:
» New families that request SCI that are eligible to LOC.
» Families already receiving SCI, who are eligible to LOC rate.
* New families that have never requested SCI and not eligible to
LOC would be eligible to this new rate.
SPECIALIZED CARE RATE (SCI) w/LOC
Category A,B,C Rate
Tier 1 $108.00
Tier 2 $216.00
Tier 3A $325.00
Tier 3B $ 433.00

Old Rate Structure: Those families already receiving SCIL, but not eligible for LOC would

- remain under this old rate structure:

Category A,B,C Rate
Level 1 $139.00
Level 2 $292.00
Level 3 $525.00
Level 4 $961.00
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Request for Higher Level Payment for Specialized Foster Care

Short Term Residential Treatment Program/Foster Family Agency Staffing
[initial Request [JRenewal [] 6 Month Review [] SCI'Request

Level of Care Requested:

1 STRTP [ ISFC [] SCI[] WRAP

Level of Care Determined:

Date:

Case Name:

Youth’s Name:

Case Number:

Age:

Social Worker:

Date Placed:

Clinician:

Youth’s Current Placement:

Current Mental Health/Mitigating Services: [] Pathway [ | WRAP [ ] TBS Other

Date of Last CFT

[] Katie A [JCCR

Does the youth meet Static Criteria? [ JYes [JNo Date Static Criteria Approved

LOC Core Domains

Physical

Behavioral/Emotional

Education

Health

Permanency/Family Services

Final Score:

Level Of Care:

Physical Justification:

Behavioral/Emotional Justification:

Educational Justification:
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Health Justification:

Permanency/Family Services Justification:

SCI Justification:

Transition Plan:

Outcome: T
[ ] Approved [IDenied
Effective Date: Review Date:
Participant Comments:

SWSII Signatures/Mental Health:

Mental Health Representative Social Worker Super I

Social Worker Super I Social Worker Super Il
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STRTP CRITERIA
Must meet all three:
[ Outpatient included diagnosis
] Impairment as a result of the “included” diagnosis in at least one of the following areas:
] A significant impairment in an important area of functioning
L] A probability of significant deterioration in an important are of life functioning
[] A probability of not progressing developmentally s individually appropriate

| The prescribed intervention must meet each criterion below:

[] The focus is to address the above impairment

The expectation is that the intervention will:

[ Significantly diminish the impairment OR

[_] Prevent significant deterioration in an important area of life functioning OR

[] Allow the person to progress developmentally as individually appropriate,
unless conditions in the following sections are met.
(] The condition would not be responsive to physical healthcare based
treatment

Other Allowable Medical Necessity Criteria for Persons under 21 years (CCR 1830.210)

If persons under 21 do not meet criteria impairment and intervention above, medical necessity is
met when all of the following exist:

] The person has an included diagnosis

[] The person has a cohdition that would not be responsive to physical healthcare based
treatment and,

(] Specialty mental health services are needed to correct or ameliorate a defect, mental
illness or condition (Title 22, CCR 1830.210(c))
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NOTICE OF ACTION

County of Stanislaus

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF SDCIAL BERVILES

Worker Name:

Worker ID:

Worker Phone Number;
Notice Date:

Case Name:

Case Number:

Office Hours:

TDD - For Hearing Impaired:

Questions? Ask your Worker

State Hearing: If you think this action is wrong, you
can ask for a hearing. The back of this page tells how.

Budget Calculation:

As of 07/01/2018 _ the County has changed
your monthly Foster Care from $000.00 to $000.000

Your monthly payment was computed as

Here's why:
Foster Care Child's Name's Special Care Increment has
changed,

Foster Care Child's'Name is eligible to receive Special Care
Increment.

The County will pay Foster Care benefits for Foster Care
Child's Name in the amount of $000.00 for the period:

From March 01, 2017 To March 31, 2017 Amount $602.00

Due to funding requirements, you may receive multiple

follows:

Monthly Rate:
Facility Rate Frequency
Prorated (per day) Rate
Number of Days
Rate Payment
Unearned Income
Eamed Income
Earned Income Disregard
Special Care Increment
Infant Supplemental Payment
Eligibile Amount”

*This payment is rounded down to the

$000.00
Monthly
$00.00
: 31
$000.00
-$0.00
-$0.00
+$0.00
+$0.00
+$0.00
=$000.00

checks for this benefit month. The sum of these checks will nearest dollar,
be equal to the amount listed above.,

Rules: These rules apply. You may review them at your welfare office:
11-401.2; EAS 45-302.431(a); 22-001 (a) (1); 22-001 (t) { 1)
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